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Who Are Counting King?

Counting King is based in Salford Quays, Greater Manchester and assists clients both 
locally & nationally. 

The company was formed by two R&D experts, Sam Dallow & Gary Hilton and has 
quickly gone on to become one of the UK’s fastest growing R&D Tax Practices.

The success is attributed to the fantastic team at Counting King as well as the carefully 
chosen external consultants we work with to enhance our service and knowledge.

In addition, we partner with innovative organisations such as 
Barclays Eagle Labs, Manchester University’s Graphene Department, The Growth Hub 
and many more.

We are Counting King R&D Tax Credits Consultants. Specialists 
in the government incentive which promotes tax relief for 
innovative companies.
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Animation Tax Relief 
Animation Tax Relief (ATR) aims to foster the creation of animations within the UK, reflecting British 
heritage, values, and diversity. Animation Tax Relief is claimed via the Company Tax. This means that 
you will claim your relief either paying your tax for the year and then claiming money back for eligible 
expenditure, or if submitted before your financial year end, you will receive your Animation Tax Relief in 
the form of a tax deduction. 

 
Unlike a lot of tax incentives, with Animation Tax Relief you do not need to meet minimum expenditure, 
equally there is no cap on what you can claim back from the relief 

To file for your Animation Tax Relief you will need the following documentation: 

• British cultural certification that has to be accredited by the British Film Institute (BFI)  

• Provide statements of your core expenditure which is clearly outlined as either UK or non-UK 
expenditure  

• Expenditure breakdown should be categorised 
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Here are some of the main eligibility criteria for Animation Tax Relief: 

• A company must be incorporated in the UK or have a lasting institution that is under HMRC’s  
 charging, paying Corporation Tax according to UK rules 

• A company must pass The Cultural Test, and for animations, the passing threshold is 16, from the  
 total 31 points. Sections of the test include crew and location, content of projects and cultural  
 contribution  

• Your company can also qualify as an official co-production of a British programme, if a UK  
 company has been accountable for all stages of a production, from start to end 

• Your project needs to be determined for broadcast (either online or on TV) and consist of moving  
 images, readable text, still images or a combination of these 

• A company must be actively involved in the proposal, decision making and creation at the pre- 
 production stage, main shooting, and the post-production step of the animation 

• The enterprise should directly negotiate contracts and pay for the goods and services associated to  
 the animation process
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In the UK, children aged 
between 5-16 years 
spend an average of 2-3 
hours per day watching 
television, 1-3 hours on 
the internet, 1-2 hour 
playing video games and 
over an hour on mobile 
phones (not talk), a total 
of 6.3 hours of screen time 
per day.

10,214,484
Children aged between 0 
and 14 give a big audience

Children's TV Tax Relief
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Children’s Television Tax Relief is related to the High-End Television Relief, 
but targets the producers of projects and programmes fully intended for 
an audience under 15 years old. It is necessary for the claiming company to 
have been incorporated in the UK, or paying UK Corporation Tax. Since the 
Tax Relief is deducted or paid back through Corporate Tax calculations, it is a 
major requirement. A company must be engaged throughout all steps of the 
show production, from planning to post-production. They must also be directly 
engaged in the negotiation, contracting as well as direct payment for related 
goods and services of the programme production.

To file Animation Tax Relief you will need the following documentation: 

• British Film Institute (BFI) cultural certification which Counting King will   
 help you acquire for FREE  

• Provide statements of your core expenditure clearly outlined as either UK  
 or non-UK expenditure 

• Expenditure breakdown should be categorised

Some of the main eligibility criteria for Children’s Television Tax Relief: 

A project will qualify if it passes The Cultural Test – and for Children’s Television, 
out of the 35 possible points, 18 are the requirements for passing – or if it is 
officially considered a co-production 

It must be created with the end goal of broadcasting it to a public, either online 
or on TV, and the target audience must be children, aged 15 and under and be 
created with children in mind 

A programme should be either legible text or images (moving or still), or 
a mixture of both quizzes, game shows and similar competition-based 
programmes are accepted only if the total of the prizes amount does not 
surpass £1000 

A production must also be mainly live action (51% and upwards), or otherwise 
falls under the Animation Tax Relief scheme
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Film Tax Relief
To be able to claim Film Tax Relief, a company must be qualified as a Film Production Company (FPC). 
For that to happen, the company must fall under UK Corporation Tax or be incorporated in the UK and 
present on the Companies House register. 

Since Film Tax Relief is accessed through a filed Corporation Tax, to either receive a payable tax credit 
or a reduced tax liability, this is one of the major requirements for Film Tax Relief eligibility. A company 
must also be involved in all stages of the production. From planning to postproduction activities, directly 
negotiate (sub)contractors, pay for goods, services and all rights related to the film’s production. 

A Film Production Company can be a UK company set up by an international parent company, and the 
work can be subcontracted, as long as the work can be shown in the UK financial accounts.

At Counting King we help clients acquire the British Film Institute cultural certification for FREE
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Some of the main eligibility criteria for Film Tax Relief: 

You must either pass the “Cultural Test” or be officially 
considered a “co-production company” 

For films, a minimum requirement of 18 points out of the 
possible 35 points must be achieved to pass the “Cultural 
Test”, which contains sections on the content of the 
production, or cast and crew 

A film must be meant for theatrical release  

Have at least 10% of the costs related to the production 
connected with UK-based ventures 

Since the Film Tax Relief started in that year, the first day 
of main shooting must be set after the 1st of January 2007At Counting King we help clients acquire the British Film Institute cultural certification for FREE

Wondering how much you could receive?  

Films are required to meet the minimum 
spending threshold of 10%. There is no 
minimum requirements on the budget level of 
a production 

Tax relief is capped at 80% of the core 
expenditure, which includes any elements of 
the actual production stages, including VFX 
and post-production 

Within that 80%, however, there is no actual 
limit on the amount of money that can be 
paid back through the tax relief
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High-End TV Tax Relief

To be considered eligible for High-End Television Tax Relief, your company must have been incorporated 
in the UK or be paying Corporation Tax according to HMRC requirements. By submitting a claim for High-
End Television Tax Relief, you will either have a reduction in your Corporation Tax liability or receive part 
of your paid tax back. You must be involved in all stages of the production, including planning during 
pre-production, shooting and post-production. On top of that, you should be the one directly negotiating, 
contracting and paying for any goods, services and rights connected to your productions. 

To file for your High-End Television Tax Relief you will need the following documentation:

British cultural certification that has to be accredited by the British Film Institute (BFI) 

Provide statements of your core expenditure which are clearly outlined as either UK or non-UK 
expenditure 

Expenditure breakdown should be categorised
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Here are some of the main eligibility criteria 
for High-End Television Tax Relief: 

The qualifying programme must be intended 
for broadcasting online or on TV. It must be 
a documentary, comedy or drama and the 
slot length must be longer than 30 minutes. 
Intention for broadcasting can be proven by 
episode length and overall format, type of 
programme, that usually falls in the usual 
lines of broadcasting preferences, or payment 
to crew and actors is according to industry 
standards. 

At least 10% of the production costs must be 
allocated to UK-based activities, and the High-
End Television Tax Relief requires a minimum 
production cost of £1 million per hour. 

Programmes commissioned together are 
treated as one, and they must altogether pass 
the 30 minutes time limit.

If a project is an advert or otherwise 
promotional programme, covers current 
affairs, news or discussions on such topics, it 
does not qualify for High-End Television Tax 
Relief. Similarly, if it is a quiz, variety, a panel 
show or similarly themed programme, contains 
any elements of competition, or produced for 
training purposes, it won’t qualify for the relief. 
Broadcasts of live events, even of other artistic 
performances, are not taken into account.
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Museums And Galleries Tax Relief 
The Museums and Galleries Exhibition Tax Relief 
is available to newly instituted permanent and 
temporary exhibitions put forward by either 
charitable companies, trading subsidiaries of 
charitable companies or companies owned by 
local and governmental authorities.

This particular creative industries’ tax relief 
is different from all of the rest due to several 
factors. It is not open to commercial companies 
and it takes into account the separation between 
primary and secondary companies. There is also a 
limit to the amount of money that can be claimed 
back and the law includes a sunset clause.

Here are some of the main eligibility criteria for 
Museums And Galleries Tax Relief: 

A company qualifies if it is the primary or 
secondary company handling an exhibition. It will 
also be eligible if it is a charitable organisation 
which maintains a gallery or a museum, it is a 
company owned by a charity organisation also 
owning a gallery or a museum, or is a company 
entirely owned by local authorities that also 
support a museum or a gallery. 

If a company falls under the company tax regime 
even if it’s not currently filing tax returns, it can 
still qualify for Museums and Galleries Exhibition 
Tax Relief. 

The primary company that handles the exhibition 
must make an artistic, creative or technical 
contribution through its installations, be directly 
involved in the decision-making and planning 
stages, and be in charge of producing and running 
the exhibition at a set venue. 
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For any one exhibition, only one primary company 
can be in charge. It must also actively negotiate, 
contracts and pay for goods and services related to 
its projects. 

An exhibition qualifies if it is a curated display of a 
single object or art work, or a collection of works, 
appraised to hold cultural, scientific or historical 
value and interest. 

The exhibition, from the beginning stages of its 
planning until it opens to the wide audience at large, 
needs to be free and not charge an admission fee. 

At least 25% of core costs must be spent on services 
or goods from the European Economic Area (EEA).

If you plan on touring with your exhibition, you 
must meet some extra requirements. 

The production company must intend the exhibition 
to tour from the planning stages, and this primary 
company must be in charge of the Corporation Tax. 

The exhibition will have to be hosted at more than 
one venue, at least 25% of the displays showcased at 
the first venue must also be displayed at every other 
place toured. 

The primary company must be the one responsible 
for the exhibition at least at its first venue. 

No more than 6 months should have passed between 
installing the exhibition at one venue and installing it 
at the following one.

www.countingking.co.uk
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Orchestra Tax Relief 

The Orchestra Tax Relief is available to both commercial and 
charitable companies assembling orchestral concerts, given that 
they have been incorporated in the UK. Even if your company is 
not filing Company Tax Returns at the moment, it can still qualify 
for Orchestra Tax Relief. An important benefit of this particular 
tax relief, compared to others awarded to creative industries, 
is that it does not necessitate a cultural test: your company or 
your concert are not limited by target audiences or performance 
requirements, such as what is being played, or how musically 
gifted your orchestra is.

Here are some of the main eligibility criteria for getting the 
Orchestra Tax Relief: 

Your company should spend at least 25% of its main costs on 
goods and services from the European Economic Area (EEA). 

Your enterprise should be the one handling the creative and 
technical decisions during the production phase, and for the 
set-up and closing of the concerts – and be responsible for the 
concert from start to finish. 

The main focus of the show must be the instrumentalists, and 
the performance should be mainly or fully performed by human 
beings, be it either an entire orchestra, ensemble, group or band.

A minimum number of 12 instrumentalists is required, and most 
of the instruments must not be amplified electrically. 

The concert must meet the commercial purpose condition: the 
majority of the live performance should be intended for a paying 
audience or provide educational motives.
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What is it?

Theatre Tax 
Relief
The Theatre Tax Relief aims to encourage 
organisations putting together theatrical 
productions, and it is available to both 
commercial and charitable incorporated 
companies. However, if the company is an 
unincorporated association (UA) or a trust, they 
cannot claim Theatre Tax Relief. 

If an unincorporated association or trust still 
wishes to claim, it would have to set up a 
separate company or change its structure. As 
long as your company falls under the Company 
Tax system, you can claim even if you are not 
currently filing a Company Tax Return – as the 
relief comes either in the form of a tax liability 
or a payable tax credit.

The Theatre Tax Relief does not require a 
Cultural Test to qualify for this monetary 
support.

A company cannot claim Theatre Tax Relief if 
the purpose of a production is to advertise any 
products or facilities or make a recording of 
the show, neither if the production is part of a 
competition. You cannot include wild animals in 
the performance or themes of sexual nature as 
they do not qualify for the relief.
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Here are some of the main eligibility criteria for Theatre Tax Relief: 

A production that qualifies for Theatre Tax Relief is classed as a traditional ballet show, or a dramatic 
production; a dramatic production can be defined as theatre plays, operas, ballet shows or musicals. 

Each performance must be live, and the company’s main purpose in relation to the theatrical productions is 
to perform them live. 

The theatrical production must also meet the commercial purpose requirements. Essentially what this 
means is that the show must be intended for a paying audience, or put on for educational purposes. 

Your company must also be involved in the planning and decision-making stages of a project, as well as 
directly negotiate and contract any goods and services or rights. 

At the planning stage, you must intend your theatrical production either to be played in at least 6 different 
venues, or have a total of at least 14 separate performances in at least 2 different venues.
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Video Game Tax Relief 
The Video Games Tax Relief is also known as the UK Games Tax Relief, and it is a government initiative 
supporting the development of video games in the country. Any company that produces qualifying video 
games is able to access the Video Games Tax Relief. Since the return is based on the Corporation Tax 
Return filed with HMRC, sole traders or partnerships do not qualify if they are taxed under the Income 
Tax rule.

Here are some of the main eligibility criteria for Video Game Tax Relief: 

 
To qualify for Video Games Relief, your company must be incorporated in the UK or have a permanent 
premise that falls under the ruling of HMRC and participate in all stages of the planning and decision-
making processes. 

A company’s main care should be the designing and testing of video games, and it should be involved in the 
direct negotiation and contracting of all goods and services associated to the qualifying video game project. 

Your company must be involved in all stages of the production, until the completed programme is finalised 
– and be known as a Video Games Development Company. 
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Subcontracting is allowed and is known as 
common practice across most creative industries, 
and while it falls under the accepted inclusions 
of core expenditure, it is capped at £1 million per 
released game. 

Must pass the Cultural Test, during which 16 
points are necessary to be considered a pass, out 
of the 31 total available points. Even if your game 
is not yet finished, the British Film Institute (BFI) 
can release interim certificates for this particular 
cultural test. 

A video game qualifies if it is intended for the 
general public, largely supplied for use. 

Your games should be available to be played on 
any of the following devices: personal computers, 
televisions, smart phones or other mobile devices, 
tablets, any video consoles, or handheld portable 
devices. 

25% or more of its core expenditure must be spent 
on products and services originated from within the 
European Economic Area. This core expenditure 
can for example be any costs incurred during the 
designing, producing, and testing steps of the video 
game creation (including testing both the technical 
aspects of the video game and the entertainment 
value of gameplay and narrative).
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Discuss how we can help you
Whatever area of the Creative sector you work in, we can review your business and look how we can help 
you with Creative Tax Reliefs. This is another great incentive for businesses like yours to get a financial 
rebate from HMRC. It is a great way to help the local economy and promote local resources. By keeping 
people funded and rewarding creativity that is being done locally the government is promoting a more 
sustainable approach to working in the UK. 
At Counting King we are able to help you get the best benefits for your business and manage the process 
for you as we are specialists. Contact us and we will arange a meeting to discuss the best solutions to help 
your business going forward.

Tel: 0161 667 5069
Email: info@countingking.co.uk
Website: www.countingking.co.uk
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Contact Us
Tel: 0161 667 5069

Email: info@countingking.co.uk
Website: www.countingking.co.uk
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